D-penicillamine therapy associated with rapidly progressive glomerulonephritis.
A 55-year-old woman with advanced rheumatoid arthritis developed rapidly progressive glomerulonephritis with epithelial crescents and pulmonary hemorrhage following treatment with D-penicillamine. D-penicillamine was then withdrawn and a pulse therapy with methylprednisolone halted the progression of kidney and lung damage. We review the other cases previously reported and discuss pathogenesis and treatment of this rare condition.